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determine the number of tribal mem-
bers who must sign a petition as re-
quired by the tribe’s governing docu-
ment; and

(ii) Notify the petitioners’ spokes-
person how many signatures are re-
quired and that the number is valid for
180 days from the date of this notifica-
tion.

(b) For a federally recognized tribe
adopting a governing document under
Federal statute for the first time, the
petition must have signatures of 50 per-
cent of the tribal members who are 18
years of age or older.

§81.58 How long do tribal members
have to gather the signatures?

Tribal members have one year from
the date of the first signature to gather
the required signatures.

§81.59 How does the spokesperson file
a petition?
The spokesperson must submit the
original petition to the Local Bureau
Official.

§81.60 How does the Local Bureau Of-
ficial process the petition?

(a) The Local Bureau Official must,
on the date of receipt, date stamp the
petition to record the Official Filing
Date, and make four copies of the peti-
tion for use as follows:

(1) Posting at the local Bureau office
for 30 days from the Official Filing
Date, including a statement of the pro-
posal contained in the petition and in-
structions for filing a challenge;

(2) Use in determining sufficiency of
petition; and

(3) For viewing at the Local Bureau
Office by a member of the tribe, 18
years of age or older.

(b) The Local Bureau Official must,
within one week of the Official Filing
Date:

(1) Provide the spokesperson written
acknowledgment of receiving the peti-
tion, which contains the Official Filing
Date, the exact number of signatures
submitted on the petition, and the
statement ‘“‘The petitioners may not
add or withdraw any signatures from
the petition after the Official Filing
Date’’; and

(2) Provide a copy of the written ac-
knowledgment of receipt and petition

§81.62

to the recognized tribal governing
body.

(c) The Local Bureau Official must:

(1) Consult with the Office of the So-
licitor to determine if any of the provi-
sions that are the subject of the peti-
tion are or may be contrary to applica-
ble law; and

(2) If it appears that a provision is or
may be contrary to applicable law, no-
tify the petitioner’s spokesperson in
writing (with a copy to the recognized
tribal governing body) how the provi-
sion may be contrary to applicable law.

(d) The Local Bureau Official must
promptly notify the petitioners (with a
copy to the recognized tribal governing
body) of any problems identified under
paragraph (c) of this section at least 30
days before calling the election.

§81.61 How can signatures to the peti-
tion be challenged?

Any member of the tribe, 18 years of
age or older, may challenge in writing
the signatures appearing on the peti-
tion. The challenge must be submitted
to the Local Bureau Official, within 30
days of the Official Filing Date of the
petition and must:

(a) Identify the page and line on
which a signature appears; and

(b) Provide documentation sup-
porting a challenge that at least one of
the following is true:

(1) A signature was forged;

(2) An individual was ineligible to
sign the petition;

(3) A petition page is inconsistent or
improperly formatted; or

(4) A petition page contains an in-
complete or un-notarized declaration
statement.

§81.62 How is the petition validated?

(a) The Local Bureau Official must:

(1) Confirm the petition has the re-
quired number of signatures;

(2) Indicate any signatures appearing
more than once and include only one in
the count;

(3) Make recommendations regarding
any challenge to the validity of signa-
tures based upon the documentation
provided by the challenger; and

(4) Verify the petitioning procedures
complied with this Subpart.

(5) Transmit within 45 calendar days
of the Official Filing Date the original
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